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God and Man

between Destiny and Becoming

This old-new premise carries within its fold an original framework of
search for meaning: the meaning of existence, of life and of the
humanity of Man. This quest is an attempt to provide mechanisms of
dialogue between the scientific, theological and philosophical
approaches to uncovering the relations that link God to Man, God the
Creator whose relation with his creation is one of continuous
becoming through which Man discovers the nature of the destiny
which God has willed for him as a partner in his creative action.
Discussion centers on the microscopes of the dynamic of values,
religious beliefs, faith and a dialoguing relation.

Co-Authors: Co-authors: Mr. Suheil Matar, Father Boutros Tarabay,
Dr. Amine Albert Rihani, Dr. Abdo Kahi, Abbot Francois Eid, Mr.
Philippe Mansel, Dr. Antoine Corban, Dr. Adnan Hoballah, Monsignor
Guy Njeim, Dr. Wajih Qanso, Dr. Adib Saab, Dr. Mansour Eid, Sheikh
Fadl Al Moukhadder, Dr. Hareth Al Boustany, Dr. Boulos Sarru, Dr.
Victor Al Kik, Dr. Youssef Kamal El Hajj, Sheikh Chafic Jradi, Father
Dr. George Massouh, Mr. Akl Aweet, Dr. Jad Hatem, Dr. Viviane
Neaimeh, Dr. Youssef Yacoub, Dr. Amal Dibo, Professor Richard
Temple, Dr. Antoine Messarra, Father Boulos Wehbe.

ISBN: 9953-418-58-6

Edition: 2005

Language: Arabic, French & English
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Factors Influencing Students'

Academic Performance

at a Middle-Eastern American Oriented

University in Lebanon (1978-1998)

The book (an academic field study
within the framework of Notre
Dame University-Lebanon, which
follows the American curriculum,
conducted between 1993 and
1998) looks into the factors that
influence the students'
performance, such as
administrative flexibility, program's
reliability, up-to-date methods of
teaching and others, as well as the
curricula that meet the societal
needs in the light of complex
problems and career
developments, and give students
the required general background
which will enable them to assume
leadership positions.

The study revealed that the level of
students' satisfaction was related
not only to the general
atmosphere prevalent at the
institution but above all to the
pursuit of excellence. It also
showed that female students
performed better than their male
counterparts.

The work as a whole contributes
significantly to the development of
higher education in Lebanon by
presenting new educational
strategies that help in the
development of the level of
management and administration
in general.

ISBN 9953-418-56-X

Author: Toni Y. Rahi (O. M. M.)
Edition: 2005

Language: English
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The book includes eight chapters dealing with
issues related to the general economic state,
public budget, monetary policy, tariffs and
taxes, production and investment, employment
opportunities and poverty, oil and free trade,
demographic growth in the Arab world and last
but not least leadership and humanity vision.

In the general economic state, the author
illustrates the political and economical
deficiencies and underlines their negative
influence on the economic growth over and
above the level and quality of life in Lebanon.
He stresses the necessity of adopting the truth,
virtue and sciences as new bases in the
treatment of both economic and financial
issues. He presents the public budget as a
means used by the public sector to play a
constructive role in the economy and to
enhance its development. He sees that the
monetary policy applied over more than a
decade did not succeed in setting up a scientific
mechanism to fix interest rates and did not pay
attention to the needs of the economy for
liquidity. This applied policy failed in linking
interest rates with economic growth and
replaced it by setting the direct relationship
between interest rates and exchange rates.

In the production field, the author draws the
public attention to the fact that the production
sectors are suffering from price collapses, profit
collapses, investment weaknesses, and the
incapacity to fight unemployment, as well as
not being competitive enough in the local
markets with respect to the international
markets and supporting new industrial policies
in Lebanon.

Regarding social issues, the author takes clear
positions toward them, especially when it
comes to fighting poverty, offering new job
opportunities, stopping economic immigration
and succeeding in increasing the real wages and
salaries. In this chapter, he talks about the Arab
oil, which is very attractive to the Western
World and emphasizes freeing trade exchange
as well as capital movement among the Arab
countries. He explains how this mechanism is
indispensable for developing the Arab economy
and facing the problem of demographic
growth within the Arab world. In this vision of
leadership and humanitarian aspects, the author
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focuses on the importance of the decision-
makers' role within the organizations in
spreading a well-developed organizational
culture. He expresses the secrets of success in
the business world, the need to accept and
integrate change without fear and to build up
the will to be always alert to search for
excellence and progress.

ISBN: 9953-418-63-2

Author: Dr. Elie Yashoui

Edition: 2005

Language: Arabic
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Ibrahim Al Haqglani
Fourth anniversary (1605- 2005)

el g Sarr

This book deals with an aspect of the life of a renowned Maronite scholar
in Rome and Paris during the 17th century in commemoration of his

400th anniversary. This scholar was none other than lbrahim Al Haglani
(1605-2005).

Al Haglani was among the pioneers who marked the Renaissance in
Europe through his valuable contributions. He was also among those who
paved the way for a renaissance in the East through the Maronite Church
in Lebanon. He witnessed religious wars in Europe and was a
contemporary of great theologians, philosophers, authors and scientists,
and participated in the fields of critical research, translation and religious
dialectic. Also, he was assigned to a number of political, diplomatic and
trade missions in the service of the Lebanese cause headed, at the time,
by Fakhreddine Il, who called for freedom, independence and interaction
between the East and the West.

Co-Authors: Mr. Suheil Mattar, Father Boutros Tarabay, Mr. Youssef
Tarabay, Dr. Amine Albert Rihani, Dr. Sami Makarem, Dr. Abdo Kahi, Dr.
Doumit Salameh, Father Dr. Nasser El Gemayel, Mr. Antoine Khater,
Father Dr. Boulos Al Feghali, Dr. Mansour Eid, Dr. Joseph Abou Nohra,
Father Dr. Ignatius Saadeh, Father Dr. Touma Mhanna, Dr. Fouad Al
Zouki, Dr. Antoine Sfeir, Father Maroun Chidiac.

ISBN: 9953-418-59-4

Edition: 2005

Language: Arabic, French
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Determinants of Saving

in Lebanon
1974 - 2000

In 1991, the war in Lebanon came
to an end, and government
authority was gradually restored.
However, sixteen years of hostilities
resulted in fundamental changes in
the economy in the postwar years,
causing the GDP to be lower than
in the pre-war period. This was
also accompanied by inflationary
pressure, a reduction in the
purchasing power of the national
currency, large fiscal deficits, and
a severe decline in the standard of
living among the middle class.

The economy's rate of savings out
of the current income and the
investment of such savings play a
maijor role, along with other
factors, in determining the growth
of an economy. This book focuses
on a study of savings in general,
and their relation with growth and
their influence on the GDP,
inflation, and interest rates in
particular.

Analysis will also shed light on the
main factors behind the increase in
the rate of poverty, income
inequality, and the

mismanagement of fiscal policy,
which lead to negative public
sector savings, crowding out
investment and causing a drop in
the GDP. In the long term, the
study promotes developmental
policies that should be adopted
with respect to the determinants of
saving and the direction of
causality between saving and
growth.

ISBN: 9953-418-61-6
Author: Dr. Roy Khoueiri
Edition: 2005

Language: English
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The research focuses on the
predictive power of Internet
Technology in studying the effect
of socio-economic variables on
stock trade in emerging countries:
the case of Lebanon. It explains
the specific country factors (unique
risk) and highlights the significance
of using Internet Technology as a
catalyst to develop the stock trade
in emerging markets.

Logistic regression is defined as a
suitable model to test the research
problem. The selection of logistic
regression was made because of
the need to handle both metric
and non-metric independent
variables to predict a binary
dependent variable.

The summary findings of the
research were robust. They
indicate a significant effect of
socio-economic variables on the
stock trade in the Lebanese
market. In addition, they show that
Internet technology exhibits
significant predictive power in
stock trade. The recommendations
for future studies included testing a

Wichor Bahous

STOCH TRADE

in the

LEBANESE EMERGING MARKET

new dimension of a country's
specific factors, the socio-economic
variables (personal values of
people) in other emerging
countries, using Internet
Technology to accelerate stock
trade development, and looking
for other factors that may have an
effect on stock returns and are still
not defined in the field of finance.

ISBN: 9953-418-60-8
Author: Victor Bahous
Edition: 2005
Language: English
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PUBLICATIONS...

Despite the fact that most of the textbooks used in Notre Dame University
(NDU) are of a specialized nature and are published in the United States, the
University has adopted the practice of local writing and publication in the
following cases: First, if the material is directly related to a Lebanese or Arab or
Oriental topic, since in such a case the writing will be closer to the social, cultural
and environmental situation, and more related to the main sources of the subject.
Second: if the general scientific material, which is more or less universal, is
presenting applications that are within the scope of our environment, heritage,
and social and cultural problems.

These textbooks published by NDU are designed to be adapted to applications
and examples based on our society, our land and our country. They also deal with
various topics of science, mathematics, economics, architecture, engineering,
media, and hotel management and tourism with special consideration for their
applications in Lebanon and the Middle East. Moreover they endeavor to bridge
the gap left by some university textbooks in Lebanon.

Notre Dame University, has launched a new series, the Murex Series,
under the headline Lebanon by Lebanese authors.

It is basically made up of selected works by great Lebanese authors
ranging from literary to political to social and historical writings about
Lebanon. The books are translated and published in an elegant cover that
bears the slogan of the Murex connotatively and denotatively.

The aim of this series is to bring forth the civilizational aspect of Lebanon
in its cultural, historical and social dimensions and to present it to the
Western reader as a rich subject matter that enables him to understand
the Lebanese presence on the international map.

This project was introduced in 2003 and is ongoing with the publication
of an average of one or two books per year.
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PUBLICATIONS...

General Public Interest Series

Since its first publication in 1994, this series has formed a documentary
register for all the seminars and workshops organized by the University,
dealing with the concerns of the public and their daily, social, political and
economical problems.

One of its advantages is that it gathers researches or surveys of public
opinion. Also, it gathers specialists with managers, administrators and
politicians to discuss the current popular concerns: infrastructure,
education, health, transportation, water and electricity, political freedom,
parliamentary elections and democracy.

This is in addition, of course, to cultural issues and the role of the
university in treating these issues in the service of the upcoming Lebanese
generations. These publications are issued with each seminar or
conference or workshop and have become a vibrant register of thoughts
and visions, which covers an extensive range of studies on the different
aspects of Lebanese life and its problems.

Humanities Series

This series was established in order to record all the university activities
taking place in literary, intellectual, cultural and national events. It
developed to include works of philosophy, religion, history, science and
technology. Hence, it is no more confined to belles-lettres, or sciences
alone. Its horizon has gradually widened to encompass the human sciences
— Humanities — in all their aspects and facets. In the beginning, we tried to
divide the publications in this series into detailed categories set distinctly
apart. We succeeded with some and failed with others because there was
more than one kind of literature and art. Some books deal with history,
literature and religion; others, with politics, economics and society. That is
why we deemed it appropriate to group them under one general
category, "Humanities" which includes all topics individually and
collectively. Among the features characterizing this series is the fact that it
is not confined to public interest but rather surpasses it to include
intellectual topics that transcend spacio-temporal limitations and discusses
the facets of knowledge via different aspects of thought, art and aesthetics.

Lebanese Manuscripts Series

When the university decided to venture into the publication of Lebanese
manuscripts dating from the 17th century up till today, it was aware that
this pioneering endeavor would require much perseverance, research and
patience. But it has overcome all impediments and causes of hesitation
because of its belief and conviction in the goals of this enormous project.
One of the goals is to steer some university researches towards reviving
the intellectual heritage on different levels: philosophy, theology,
literature, politics, and history. The other is to revive the Renaissance
Enlightenment and to return to its historical roots in the |17th century.
The project intends to shed light on the scholarship which spread from
Lebanon to other parts of the Orient through the studies of scientists,
researchers, scholars and clergy who devoted themselves to the quest for
knowledge and truth in the causes of science and faith. Therefore, lest
this heritage be lost, we began the publication in 2001 of chosen
manuscripts on different subjects, which have nothing in common but the
search for the role of the innovative and creative mind on the road that
leads it to God via the trails of logic, science, freedom, literature, ethics
and knowledge. Furthermore, it is through this courageous step that the
niversity is confirming its unique identity day after day, book after book.
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