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Highlighting the Political and Legal
Relations between

the Maronite Patriarchate and the Lebanese
Government

As mentioned in the preface of Cardinal Mar Ignatius Moussa
Daoud, head of the Sacred Congregation of the Oriental
Churches, Father Francois Akl proceeds from a study of the
history of Lebanon and of the foundation of the Maronite Church
to highlighting the political and legal relations between the
Maronite Patriarchate and the Lebanese Government. In so
doing, he paves the way for a historical study which covers the
development of the patriarchate’s relations through the different
eras that Lebanon and the region have passed through, starting
with the Caliphate and passing on to the Abbasid Era and the
attacks led by the Franks, the Mamelukes and the Ottomans, to
end with the modern Lebanon. Father Akl examines as well the
role of the patriarchate in the Lebanese independence.

The second chapter treats the legal concept of the Maronite
Patriarch’s power, while the third chapter deals with the new
ecclesiastic notion regarding public, political and social affairs,
according to the Second Vatican Council, the ecclesiastic norms,
the doctrinal memorandum, the Apostolic Exhortation for
Lebanon, and the outline of social Church ideology. The author
reviews in the fourth chapter the most remarkable points of the
Lebanese Constitution and the stipulations of the positive laws
which determined the relation between the government and the
spiritual authorities generally, and the Maronite Patriarchate
specifically.

After having highlighted projects regarding the cancellation of
confessionalism and of political denominationalism, and the
adoption of global laicism, Father Akl lays down in the last

chapter ""he seeds of the project of a positive partial laicity that
distinguishes between religion and state and serves as a modern
mechanism that achieves a global laicism or a true civil
government...”

This book includes Arabic and English bibliographies.

Author: Father Francois Akl
Edition: 2007

Language: Arabic

Number of pages: 292
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